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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BOOKS ON AFRICAN HISTORY, MULTINATIONALS REVIEWED 
London WEST AFRICA in English 3 Sep 79 pp 1595-98, 1605-06 


[Text] Publication of the first two volumes of Unesco's GENERAL HISTORY 
OF AFRICA is scheduled for next month. Maurice Glélé, head of the Afri- 
can section of Unesco's Division of Cultural Studies, who has co-ordinated 
the work, is here interviewed on how it differs frum other histories. 


The GENERAL HISTORY OF AFRICA is different from other histories in its 
basic conception. Up to now, histories of Africa have been the work of 
one or, at the most, two or three authors, mostly non-Africans. We, how- 
ever, wanted the greatest possible number of specialists to collaborate 
in writing the HISTORY, bearing in mind Africa's relations with the rest 
of the world. In addition, many of the contributors are Africans. 


Not only is the method new, so is the philosophy behind it. For this will 
not be a mere history of events, but a history of civilisations “seen 
from inside", as they were lived and are viewed by Africans. 


It will show not only the relations between the different peoples north 
and south of the Sahara, and in the west and the east, but also the links 
Africa established (or endured) with Europe, Asia and the New World. 


This is a history of African institution and structures. It will show 

the African conception of power and range in scope from agricultural tech- 
niques to the arts and handicrafts, and from trade links to religious prac- 
tices. It will describe the state of African societies before the arri- 
val of Europeans, their subsequent resistance to colonisation, the process 
of acculturation and, finally, in the aftermath of independence, how Africa 
is adjusting to the modern world. 


The GENERAL HISTORY OF AFRICA is a global history; it does not deal spe- 
cifically with Nigeria or Benin or any other particular country. It views 
the continent as a whole, stres ing major problems and defining the essen- 
tial features of African civilisation and cultures. 


How will the HISTORY we presented? 


It will consist of eight volumes. In addition to an introduction on the 
methodology of the work, the first volume deals with prehistory. This is 
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an important innovation: since Louis Leakey's pioneer excavations at Olduwai 
Gorge in Tanzania and later finds in Kenya and Ethiopia, East Africa is now 
accepted as the cradle of mankind. 


The second volume deals with ancient Africa, especially Egypt, and her re- 
lations with black Africa. 


The third volume, which covers the period from the 7th to the llth century, 
describes the effects of Islam in Africa, the continent's relations with 
the Arab world and the birth of the great African kingdoms. 


Volume four covers the period between the 12th and 16th century, volume 
four covers the period between the 12th and }6th century, volume five, the 
16th to 18th century, and volume six the 19th century up to 1880, on the 
eve of the Berlin Conference of 1884-85 which partitioned Africa between 


the major European powers. 


Volume seven describes Africa under foreign domination, while volume 8 
is devoted to the contemporary period, from the Abyssinian war in 1935 
to the present day. 


A work of such wide scope in tise and space, and a collective one at that, 
must be a very complex undertaking. How have you gone about it? 


Though the GENERAL HISTORY OF AFRICA has been in the pipeline since 1965, 
the actual writing only started in 1971. Studies and consultations had to 
be undertaken to decide what sources to draw upon and lay down the general 
lines to be followed. The project was cor:eived under Unesco's aegis but 
responsibility for implementing it rests with a 39-member international 
scientific commit!.tee--two-thirds of whose members are African--chosen for 
their competence in their various fields. 


The scientificcommitteee prepares a synopsis for each volume and this is 
used by the volume editor to draw up a table of contents. Once this is ap- 
proved, the editor establishes a provisional list of authors, one for each 
of the thirty chapters making up each volume. This list is submitted to a 
nine-member editorial board and Unesco then approaches the authors. The 
volume director receiving a manuscript will comment on it and possibly sug- 
gest corrections. It is then translated into English or French and sub- 
mitted t> the scientific committee and to a committee of specialists of 
the period. Then, the editorial board meets and finalises the text. 





Despite these precautions, have you run into any problems? 


Sometimes whole chapters have had to be rejected and replaced with others 
by different authors. Drawing up this HISTORY has been a long and diffi- 
cult task, but it is a fascinating one because it brings together people 
from all parts of the world who come from different backgrounds and have 
very varied professional training. They manage to work together harmoni- 
ously because they respect their colleagues’ opinions even when they do not 


agree with then. 
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What happens when two specialists give different or diverging iuterpreta- 
tions of an historical event? 


The GENERAL HISTORY OF AFRICA is not a dogmatic work. It takes int ac~ 
count the possibility of data coming to light that may change the si;ifi- 
cance of the facts as we now know then. 


Fundamental differences of opinion do occur between specialists, so ve 
have provided for notes or boxes inset in the text to present varying in- 
terpretations. 


What source do you draw on to establish the chronology of events in coun- 
tries where writing is comparatively recent? 


We draw on archaeology and oral tradition, as well as written documents, 
and we cross-check the sources. We also call upon linguistics and anthro- 
pology. 


In general, written sources are rare in Africa, but not evervwhere nor at 
all periods. There are, for instance, an enormous number of a cuments on 
ancient Egypt and North Africa. Even for Africa south of the Sanara, some 
important historical works are available in Arabic. Moreover, as early as 
the 16th century, African scholars used the Arabic alphabet to write the 
Hawsa and Peul languages: this is known as ajami writing. In this con- 
nection, Unesco has helped set up the Ahmed Baba Centre at Timbuktu, 
which has the task of collecting the many ajami manuscripts found in the 
Sahel region. 


Contrary to what many people think, writing did exist south of the Sahara-- 
the Vai writing, for instance, in Liberia and Sierra Leone, the Bamun writ- 
ing of Cameroon and Nsibidi in Nigeria. 


We also draw upon European sources. At the request of Unesco, the Interna- 
tional Council on Archives has prepared a GUIDE TO THE SOURCES OF THE HIS- 
TORY OF AFRICA. This is a systematic record in eight volumes of everything 
dealing with Africa, from the earliest times to the present day to be 

found in the libraries of various countries. We already have volumes for 
France, the Scandinavian countries ani Germany. The work dealing with the 
United States will appear shortly and the USSR is publishing its own vol- 
ume. 


What about sources in Asia? 


Unfortunately many sources there remain untapped. There are probably rec- 
ords of the greatest interest in India, Iran, Iraq and China. As early as 
the 7th century there were exct nges between China and Africa, and a slave 
trade between the east coast of Africa and India, Iran and other countries. 
We know that documents of the Turkish empire kept in Istanbul could throw 
light on the diplomatic and trade relations that existed between the Near 
East and the Kanem-Bornu kingdoms in West Africa, but it would take a syste- 
matic search to find them. Unpublished archives also exist in Morocco and 
we hope to be able to consult these soon. 
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Has the research carried out in connection ..th the Unesco HISTORY uncovered 
new data? 


Yes, especially regarding ancient Egypt and its relations with the rest of 
Africa. According to a generally accepted theory, ancient Egypt was in- 
habitec mainly by people of the white race. (Most studies published up to 
the present have a racial, not to say racist, colouring.) Following kegel, 
who considered that the peoples of Africa had no history, a whole school 
of thought in the 19th century dissociated Egypt from Africa. But Cheikh 
Anta Diop, of Dakar University, has put forward another theory which has 
caused quite a furore in recent years. He maintains that Egyptian civili- 
sation was predominantly black and stresses that relations existed not only 
between ancient Egypt and Nubia, but between Egypt and the whole of Africa. 


In an attempt to get a clearer view of this question we held a meeting in 
Cairo in 1974 attended by a number of distinguished Egyptologists and spe- 
cialists in African culture. They did not settle the controversy but drew 
attention to the inadequacy of present research methods, which ignore cer- 
tain important aspects of the question. 


The meeting also dealt with the writing of the mysterious Meroitic civili- 
sation which developed from the 8th century B. C. to the 4th century A. D. 
in Egyptian Nubia and the north of present-day Sudan. As yet no one has 
been able to decipher this writing but, with Unesco‘s help, specialists 
are working on the problem. The Meroitic inscriptions would certainly 
yield important information about the relations between Upper and Lower 
Egypt and between Egypt and the rest of Africa. Another interesting line 
of research is the possible relationship between ancient Egyptian and m- 


dern negro-African languages. 


Other investigations into the relations between Africa and South East Asia 
across the Indian Ocean have shown that contacts existed as early as the 
5th or 6th century A. D. 


This research raises the whole question of the settlement of Madagascar. It 
had long been claimed that the population of the island is 75 per cent of 
Malaysian origin. But newly discovered data cast doubt on this assumption. 
There is a very large Bantu substratum in Madagascar. Furthermore, as 
stressed by a Unesco expert meeting held at Port-Louis, Mauritius, in 1974, 
the Swahili culture of the east coast of Africa was an intermediary stage 
in the settlement of Madagascar. Some experts maintain that more than 60 
per cent of the settlers arriving in Madagascar came through the "Swahili 
melting pot”. 


The slave trade is another important field of research and in 1978 we or- 
ganised a meeting on this subject at Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The slave 
trade, as is well known, drained Africa of its lifeblood. Between the 16th 
and 19th century more than 30 million slaves arrived alive in the New World. 
While Africa was amputated of the human resources which would have speed. d 














its development, the trade contributed in th= New World and Europe to the 
expansion of commerce, industry and navigation. 


Various sources, such as the oral tradition, and documentary evidence col- 
lected in the ports where the slave ships called during their voyages, as 
well as in the countries where the slaves finally settled, have yicided 

a mass of new data which has been processed by a computer. 


Thanks to this research, the HISTORY will extend to the black Diaspora or 
Negro-African culture of the United States, Latin America and the Carib- 
bean--as well as to South-East Asia and the Arab countries. 


The first two volumes of the Unesco HISTORY are due to appear this autumc. 
Will they be published st the same time in English and French? 


Both versions will appear almost simulitensously. The English edition will 
be brought out in co-»peration with Unesco by Heinemann in England and the 
University of California Press in the United States. The French is a 
joint publicaticn by ‘nesco and Editions Stock and Jeune Afrique, Paris. 
The price of ea: voluvc will be&12 in Great Britain and 100 francs in 
France. 


These are hardback edii‘ons. Are there any plans for bringing out a paper- 
back version? 


Not a regular paperback but a more elaborate paperbound edition. Later, we 
plan to publish an abridged version which will be traaslated into African 
languages. This version will also be used to prepare simplified editions 
for use in African primary and secondary schools. We are even planning 

to bring out strip cartoons for children and, possibly, cassette recordings. 


Which African languages have you in mind? 


Translations are being made into Hausa and Swahili, the most widely used 
African languages south of the Sahara. Ot*ers are planned in Lingala and 
Peul. There will also be a Spenish edition and work is starting on a Por- 
tuguese version for Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau, as well as Bra- 
zil which has the biggest black population in the world outside Africa and 
the United States. 


The Arabic edition, now being translated, will also come out before the 

end of the year thanks to the Libyan government which has donated $1,200,000 
towards the publication of the GENERAL HISTORY OF AFRICA, including $600,000 
to rinance the Araoic edition. 


One last question: are you not omething of an 4Mistorian yourself and the 
author of a history of your councry? 


Yes. I have written a histcery of Dahomey*, which is today a part of the Peo- 
ple's Republic of Benin. Of course, many books had been written abou’ 





* Maurice Ahanhanzo Glelé, Le Danxome (Paris, Editions Nubia, 1974). 
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Dahowey before mine was published in 1974. Explorers, missionaries, tra- 
ders and even slavers have left a wealth of documents concerning the king- 
don. 


But these documents were the work of Europeans. Africans had no documents; 
they had an oral tradition, a code passed down from generation t” genera- 
tion. This traditional history is a precious resource for the modern 
scholar who has access to it. As a member of the royal family of Dahomey, 
I had such access, and learned our history very early in life. I dis- 
covered that there are two levels in African history: the official his- 
tory, and the authentic history which is transmitted oniy to members of a 
family or tc members of a society or guild, and throws light on areas us- 
ually glossed over in the ‘official’ history. 


In writing my history of Dahomey ‘seen from the inside’, I cross-checked 
between these two levels of history. It took me ten years. 


It would be wrong to assume that, because one is an African, one can turn 
up in a village with a tape recorder and ask an old man to talk into it. 
He will shy away, thinking, "if I talk, this man will show no respect, 

he will distort the truth.” One has to win their confidence. Having done 
so, I was able to question several people. Richard Burton, who wrote a 
history of Dahomey, had visited King Glelé, so I used to say: "Burton re- 
lates that such and such a thing happened; what is your opinion?" or 
"Professor X said this", "Professor Z records that..." and so on. 


Months would pass and I would ask more questions, perhaps during a cere- 
mony, and I would listen to songs about historical events. We have a 
Kpanlingan, the herald who sings the history of the dynasty. He says, 
"This was told me by so and so--I relate what he said," and he gives his 
sources. 


By making use of this legacy of oral tradition of songs (which are in fact 
historical narratives), and of books by non-African historians, I wrote 
the history of Dahomean civilisation up to the arrival of the French. 


I wanted to draw attention to the African's conception of power. In the 
past, traditional religion with the ancestor cult and the respect this in- 
spired, prevented a king in Dahomey from behaving as he pleased and acting 
as a tyrant. A prince whose father and mother both cescended from a royal 
line could not become king. For him to su:ceed to the throne, his mother 
had to be a commoner or belong to another ethnic group: otherwise it was 
thought that he might insist too much on his royal prerogatives and not 
respect the people. 


Dahomey was a well-structured state as early as the 16th century, with re- 
gional and central institutions having political, administrative and diplo- 
matic responsibilities. Villages were autonomous. They were responsib‘e 
for themselves--and still are. The rights of the headman were clearly 








defined. The entire system was very flexible and although centralised, 
less so than one has been led to believe. 


Today, we could learn from the old system to re-establish structures that 
would enable the population to have « share in managing its own affairs 
and to live by its own culture instead of being torn between different 
ideologies, as is sometimes the case. 


This is what I tried to do in writing my history of Dahomey. It certainly 
is not a definitive work and other research will complement it. But it 
seems to me that it is in line with the work that needs to be done. While 
the GENERAL HISTORY, as I said, views the continent as a whole, there is 
also a need for research into the history of individual countries. Algeria, 
for example, or the Ivory Coast, and so on. 


Such research will help present-day Africans to understand that in build- 
ing a modern world one cannot disregard authentic culture. We are con- 
cerned with cultural identity, with the right to be different and this con- 
cern, far from impeding an opening to the world, will make it more enrich- 


ing. 
Contradictions In Ivory Coast 


[Book Review] 


Multinational and Development in Black 
Africa; a Case study in the Ivory Coast by J. 
Masim, M_ lkonocoff, C. Jedlicki, M. 
Lanzaroim. (Saxon House) 


THE SPREAD of the multinatic 1 
corporations continues, almost unimpeded. 
They are the expression of an economic 
system that dominates much of the world. 
But they are feared, by their detractors and 
governments alike: feared because they are 
regarded as necessary. 

It is a particular definition of necessity 
which has brought the multinational 
corporations into the Ivory Coast, under 
certam conditions, and which also makes it 
the best African example for an academic 
analysis of the role of the MNC in the 
process of development. 

The questions on the jacket of the 
book are to the point: “Are multinational 
companies factors of autonomy or of 
economic dependence for developing 
countries? Do they or do they not favour 
economic integration? Do they fill the need 
for development as expressed by these 
countries?” 

The authors have chosen three 
companies, two of them autonomous 
subsidiaries, one a mere branch of a 
multinational company. The parent 
corporations are Air Liquide, Carnaud and 


Nestlé. The first two are French-based and 
Nestlé has its headquarters in Switzefiand. 
The companies in Ivory Coast are called 
SIVOA, SIERY and CAPRAL. 

Greater emphasis is placed throughout 
the book on Nestlé’s operations. This is 
because, in a sense, the production of 
CAPRAL, the Nestlé subsidary , is based on 
one of the most important primary products 
of the country, coffee. 

The study is divided analytically into two 
clear departments: a careful — and very 
concise — analysis of the Ivory Coast 
economy, and a detailed study of how these 
companies fit into the economy and how 
they operate 

Dry as the tone of the study may be, its 
strength is in the refusal to move beyond the 
bounds of strict economic analysis. In 
essence, the three companies, which, with 
the exception of Nestlé. are not the most 
important private enterprises in the 
country, have invested and operated with a 
consider ible degree of autonomy. 

As the authors note, Ivorian industrial 
development has been caught in the trap 
that the logic of Ivorian development 
policies has created. Agricultural exports 
provide the finance for industrial 
expansion. In the last three years — the 
book's records effectively cease in 1975 — 
there have been two tendencies in the 
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financing of foreign investment for 
mdusiry: greater use of the surpluses from 
the Fund for the Stabilisation and 
Maintenance of Agricultural produce and 
recourse to high forcign investment. 
Several important factors emerge which, 
roughly speaking. tell the story of the three 
compamies dealt with. The domestic market 


has failed to develop adequately. It cannot 
absorb industrial products which will, in 
turn, assist im the financing of heavy 
industry. Consequently, import svdsistitu- 
tion, always a priority in Ivory Coast, has 
been given great attention, as has the 
processing of raw materials. The latter 
course m industnalisation 1s currently 
regarded as the most favourable option. 

But the effects are not so simple, and this 
is the main point of this study. Statistical 
analysis reveals that the imadence of 
imports for industriahisation ts so high that it 
often offsets investment. There ⁊ a very low 
rate of integration in the production of 
intermediary industrial goods and 
exchange. 

If one analyses the economy from 
another perspective by looking at the 
rclanons between the grades of the 
accounting, there ts a weakness in 
inter-industrial relations anu ultimately the 
most important productive units rely on two 
main grades: agricultural food produce and 
other agricultural production. All the 
commodities involved are dependent on the 
fluctuations of the international market. A 
good ycar produces an immense impetus to 
industry. A bac year creates an effect that is 
very simular to the so called domino theory; 
knock one over and all the others will 
follow. 

This 1s no hostile book, and the authors 
have been careful to avoid polemic. It is 
thorough and convincing when it concludes 
that the framework of development in Ivory 
Coast has done little to create an integrated 
industrial economy. This is for a variety of 
reasons. A development process which is 
liberal but operates within a relatively 
protected market, depends on capital 
accumulations. In the Ivory Coast the 
majority investment in industry is foreign 
Given the advantages of the franc zone, the 
transfer of capital is beyond = the 
responsibility of the authorities. In fact the 
authors go much further. The transfer of the 
surplus thus escapes the process of capital 
accumulation within the system, and in the 
long run largely exceeds the contributions 
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to initial investments by foreign imvestors. 

Secondly, the use of intensive capital 
techniques entails a limited use of the 
labour market and therefore runs contrary 
to the development of demand for final 
consumption of goods produced locally. 
Instead the promotion of purchase of 
imported goods takes place. The only 
advantage of the latter course is the high 
tariff duties ims osed on many such imports. 
It should be cited that compames such as 
those studied in the book usually benefit 
from an exe; ption from these tariffs for 
anything up? twelve years after thei iniual 
investment. 

Finally, th, re 1s very little dissemination 
of the productive process and innovative 
techniques involved. This 1s within a society 
and system that has yet to produce its own 
capacity for technical innovation. 

The conclusions are very topical. As a 
result of these distortions in the industrial 
policy, the state has to intervene, thus 
contradicting the basic liberal economic 
philosophy preachedin the Ivory Coast. Its 
no surprise therefore that the Ivory Coast 
has a considerable foreign debt and is 


having to face a debut service bill which has 
severely curtailed economic growth. It is 
estimated that this year's growth will be 
between two to three per cent. This might 
be reasonable for some industrialised 
countries but is extremely worrying for a 
country that is accustomed to growth rates 
of over eight per cent. . 
Naturally, a book that is technically 
inclined has its limitiations. There are 
political and sociological analyses that 
should be incorporated to achieve an 
adequate appreaation of what bes behind 
the creation, motivation and performance 
of the Ivory Coast economy. One suspects 
that the authors are saying that the 
economy resembles a sand castle. The 
foundations are not solid enough, in spite of 
the impressive performances so far. A.R. 
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MULTINATIONALS’ ROLE IN PUBLISHING EXAMINED 
London WEST AFRICA in English 3 Sep 79 pp 1601-02 
[Article by Hans Zell] 


[Text] Hans Zell concludes his survey of the West African book publishers 
scene. 


The development of indigenous publishing industries notwithstanding, the 
bulk of the market in English-speaking Africa is still very much domina- 
ted by the British multinational publishing firms, main’y six companies: 
Longman, Oxford University Press, Heinemann, Evans, Macmillan and Thomas 
Nelson. All of them have extensive publishing programmes catering primar- 
ily for the school book market, but they also produce a wide variety of 
scholarly and general interest citles, children's books, creative writing, 
and most of them also publish books in numerous African languages. 


The role of 8ritish multinationals has been the subject of considerable 
debate and a great deal has been written about it recently in various me- 
dia, and their activities are often regarded with suspicion. Som: of this 
goes back to the time when the Macmillan Company became involved in setting 
up some rather lopsided “partnerships” with state publishing companies, 

in an effort to gain a foothold in the African educational market. It 

was the kind of unscrupulous commercial opportunism, coupled with an at- 
titude of indifference in serving local needs, that brought the multina- 
tionals in general disrepute in Africa (it must be added that the Macmil- 
lan management of today is pursuing altogether different policies). 


Some of the charges that are frequently levelled at the multinationals is 
that they have perpetuated the colonial education systems, that they de- 
termine which African manuscripts become books and dictate what gets pub- 
lished, that they have neglected literacy and young people's materials and 
writing in the indigenous lancuages, that they are excessively profit- 
minded, and that they general , hinder the emergence of a vigorous indige- 
nous publishing industry. Confronted with such statements the multina- 
tionals argue that they, like any other business, like any other commercial 
publisher, invest where there is a potential return, whether short term 

















or long term. No publisher, they say, multinational or indigenous, can af- 
ford “to adopt an evangelical role" as the head of one multinational house 
in Nigeria put it, and they must serve the perceived needs of their markets, 
and in the light of government policy. 


Yet another fashionable charge is that the multinationals continue to pro- 
duce books that are not relevant to an African reader and to an African 
environment, and that the European publishers "exploit" the African read- 
ing public. In a volume entitled FESTAC COLLOQUIUM AND BLACK WORLD DE- 
VELOPMENT, which is an evaluation of the FESTAC colloquium held during the 
Black Arts Festival in Nigeria in 1976, one finds this statement on text- 
books in Africa: 


"These are still written in foreign languages and illustrated by foreign 
objects. They are mainly printed in foreign countries and marketed by 
foreign firms. Hence most of them are very expensive and irrelevant to 

the local needs and environment. They are full of derogatory and debasing 
terms on African and black peoples who are generally regarded as primitive." 
(Moyibi Amida, ed., FESTAC COLLOQUIUM AND BLACK WORLD DEVELOPMENT. Lagos, 
Nigeria Magazine Special Publications, Federal Ministry of Information, 
produced and distributed by Third Press International, New York, 1978.) 


This statement was made as recently as 
three years ago, but it is about 20 years 
out-of-date. There is no denying, of course, 
that there are still many textbooks on 
African topics that include stereotyped 
descriptions, or distortions, but by and large 
the statement is grossly inaccurate and can 
only have been made by someone who is 
ill-informed about what is being produced 
in Africa nowadays, by multinationals and 
others. A simple examination of the current 
Africa catalogues of some of the major 
British multinationals would reveal that 
they contain an abundance of books written 
by Africans, for Africans. Or are we to 
assume that all the African authors and 
series editors featured in those lists are 
colonialist lackeys? And is English, or 
French, as a language of instruction today 
really just a vehicle for foreign and Western 
ideas or cultural colonialism? Does it really 
stifle publishing in the local languages? Or 
is it not simply an international medium of 
communication and instruction in which 
many countries will publish, and will import 
and export books the world over? 

As for control and shareholding of these 
companies operating in Africa, in Nigeria, 
for one, all the chief executives of the 
multinationals there are now local people 
and the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion 


Decree has ensured that the majority of the 
equity is im Nigerian hands. Similar 
developments have taken place elsewhere: 
for example, the former Longman branches 
in Malawi, Zambia and Ghana have now 
become indigenous companies, whilst 
retaining some ties and continuing 
co-operation with their former owners. It 
seems fair to say. therefore, that publishin; 
decisions are no longer made in Londcun, 
editorial control over local lists rests almost 
entirely with local staff, and there ts plenty 
of evidence that the multinationals are now 
engaged in publishing new African- 
orientated books and literature, published 
in Africa, by Africans. Frankly, they simply 
wouldn't get away with doing anything else' 

Certainly it ss also true, however, that the 
expatriate publishers in Africa have much 
working to their advantage, access to 
capital, professional and technical back-up 
services, and a pool of highly experienced 
staff being three factors. Another is that 
many authors look for an international 
rather than a national market, and publicity 
for their books on a worldwide scale. not 
least perhaps since marketing and 
promotion by some African publishers still 
leaves a great deal to be desired. Creative 
writers, for example, tend quite naturally to 
turn to a company that already successfully 
dominates their field. But no publisher in 
Africa — indigenous or multinational — 
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can operate as a philanthrops undcriaking. 
they must be market-onentated and sell as 
vigorously to their home markets as they 
will aim to do overseas. and business will be 
business anywhere. i.¢. a profit at the end of 


the line. Perhaps the days of the 
mulunational publshing houses are 
numbered, and soon publishing and 
printing skills will have developed in most 
Afrxan nations to such a level where the 
multinational will make way to exclusively 
indigenous enterprises — indeed the time 
will come when there will be indigenous 
dirxan mulunationals: we already have 
one example in the form of Les Nouvelles 
Editions Africaines. This not to 
lessen the importance of the contribution 
the multinationals have made. and continue 
to make. to publshing and book 
development in Africa. not least perhaps in 
the training of a competent cadre of 
professional staff. Chinua Achebe has said, 
when addressing the 1973 Ife conference on 
publishing in Africa. that he was “indeed 
appreciative of the marvellous work which 
many foreign publishers did and continue to 
dv in laying the foundation of our 
lerature, and he went on to say that “we 
must give due recognitiun to the brisk move 
in recent years by some foreign publishers 
in recruiting and traming Afrcans im 
varus aspects of the publishing trade. 
indeed like some high-minded and 
wrong-headed colonialists they have 
worked assiduously for ther own 
vverthrow! 


Thus the continuous “bashing” of the 
multinationah s becoming a bit tiresome 
and, instead, one should perhaps pay 
tribute to the small indigenous publishers in 
Afnca who. in the face of this tough 
competition, have been successful. The 
small publisher in Africa starting from 
scratch. perhaps having entered on the 
“down market” areas as a Starter for new 
ventures. thereafter ploughed back the 
profits and gradually entered the 
mainstream of educational publishing. 
Onibonor Press in Nigeria. the firm 
mentioned earlier. 5 a good examp'e of the 
publisher who has made it on his own, and 
who has been willing to wait for several 
years for a tangible return on hes initial 
investment. Then there are also the tny 
fledgling presses. yet operated in an 
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aggressive and businesslike manncr. such as 
Buma Kor Publishing House in Yaounde. 
the type of publisher that. mitially. provi jes 
an outlet for as yet unknown author, or 
vthers whose work may be politically or 
otherwise sensitive. and then graJually. and 
cautiously. enters publishing areas where 
they feel they can still fill a sigmficant gap 
and demand (Buma Nor, for example. s 
about to publish a guide for post office 
workers in Africa. “hich seems a bright 
publishing idea and ought to find a ready 
market in many African countries). Or 
there ts yet another example in the form of 
Daystar Press in Ibadan. basically a 
Chrstan publisher of religious literature 
and propaganda, but who over the years 
have ventured into all sorts of publishing 
areas, and must recently have come oul with 
nothing less than a chemstry under- 
graduate textbouk! It 1 surely these small 
firms — small initially — the independent 
and commercially onented pubinhing 
houses, that will become the back-bone of a 
solid African book industry in the year to 
come. 


ll 











RELEASED STUDENT DESCRIBES SA DETENTION 
Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 13 Jul 79 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Lentlhabile Maano] 


{Text ] 


Ihe notonous South African ‘When we were seven 
polce have released a Mots- kilometres inside South Africa a 
— ——R8 Mr Galenthone car overtook us and biocked our 

urme akuku, 28. of way Near @ stop sign. He goes 
tAahalapye after detaming him on. “two armed police (one 
tor 67 days. He was detained on white and one biack) ap- 
April 7 under the country’s proached us pointing thei guns 


notorious Terrorism Act at us. | did not know what was 

Mr Makuku was released on happening because | knew that 
July 3 and reported in Botswana if it was something to do with 
on July 10 after spending an- traffic regulations, there 


guishing days Pietermaritsburg wouldn't have been be guns 
between Swaziland and South pointed at us.” says Mr Makuku. 
Africa A second year Commerce He adds. But one funny thing 
student. at the Swaz: Campus of happened.! overheard one of the 
of the Unwersity of Botswana = police men asking MrKhumaioa 
an © wazdand, Mr Makuku was Question implying erther that the 
released after top teve! negota- comb: had been used for carry- 
trons between the Botswan? and ing arms into South Africa some- 
the South Atrican governments. time or that Mr Khumaio once 
He was arrested while driving transported arms there,” he 
@ certain Mr WM. Khumaio who is says. 
said to have been delivering Mr Makuku says that he was 
money from Swaziland to hs so shocked because he thought ~ 
parents im South Africa He says he might have made himself in- 
they were arrested seven volved in the transporting of 
kuometres inside South Africa arms to South Africa. ‘However | 
He explains that he was re- was relieved when they found 
quested by another Motswana nothing of that sort in our 
student who is a friend of Mr combi,” he adds. 


Khumalo to drive Mr Khumaio to The student says that the first 
Natal 

two days of h were 

Mr Makuku says that after the nost pate Ayn meng was 

making sure that the trp would §~—— tortured and beaten until | lost 


not delay himtherefortoolong = consciousness.” he says. 
because he was about to write 
the exams he agreed to go 
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Mr Makuku States wnat one vay 
he was made to drive the same 
comb: to a bush where «@ was 
Sad they were going to meet his 
comrades. “But we saw no- 


of life. Mr Makuku says | was toi 
by the police that | was inno- 
cently involved in the incident 
but that would be kept in deten- 
tion for weeks. This was after 
seven days of my arrest | had to 
do alotofexcercise during the 
detention to cope up <«:th tough 
situation. he said. 

On May 17 he says he was 
asked to write to his parents 
without giving details of his 
whereabouts. | refused to do so 
because | thought that would 
shock my parents even further | 
instead decided to | write to the 
Dean of Students Affairs in 
Swaziland. The letter got there 
after the month-end | think they 
did not post it in South Africa. 
Mr Makuku says. 

The story of Mr Makuku while 
in detention reveais how the ra- 
cist South African government 
has given its notorious police 
wide powers to do whatever they 
lyke with their detainees He sad 
that on July 3, two Diack pobce 
men took him to two white pro- 
secuters who said that he was 
guilty and was to be released but 
the police might refuse to do so 
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He was however released and 
given a train warrant from 
Pietermaritzburg to Goelei at the 
South Atrica Swazdand border 

He says he had to find nus way 
out to Swazdand “| managed to 
find lifts to Mbabane and later to 


Meanwhile the whereabouts 
of two Batswana who disap- 
peared in 1977 are still un- 
known. The two are said to have 
been also arrested in South Af- 
rica. However. the South African 
authorities have mamtaimed that 
the two have been released. 
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Last month the Office of the 
President announced that :n re 
cent weeks @ number of Bats- 
wana Nad Deen detained without 
trial Dy the South African pobce 


In @8Cch Case the ndwduais 
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SENEGALESE, GAMBIAN EXPERTS MEET TO HARMONIZE DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 30 Aug 79 p 3 


[Text] The African Institute for Economic Research and Planning, has been 
providing accommodation since yesterday for the first meeting between 
Senegalese and Gambian planning experts on the harmonization of development 
plans between the two countries. The opening session of this meeting was 
presided over by Alioune Fall, directeur de cabinet of the minister of plan- 
ning and cooperation, in the presence of Abdou Malick Sow, director vf 
planning of Senegal. On the Gambian side, there was his counterpart 
Souleymane Faye, accompanied by his main associates. 


In his speech, Seydou Nourou Ba, executive of the Senegambian committee, 
placed the meeting in its real context. According to Ba, “it is part of 
the implementation of the decisions made by our two governments during the 
visit last May to Dakar of His Excellency Cheikh Saihou Sabally, Gambian 
minister of economic planning and industrial development." 


On the occasion of this visit, some main lines of cooperation between 
Senegal and Gambix: were laid down concerning cooperation in the industrial 
field, Senegalese assistance to the education of rural populations, the 
necessity to harmonize the Senegalese and Gambian positions during the 
meetings of regional and international organizations like the Inter-State 
Committee to Fight the Drought in the Sahel [CILSS], the West African States 
Economic Community [ECOWAS] and the African, Caribbean and Pacific countries 
(associated with the EEC) [ACP] group. 


The idea of harmonizing the development plans of our two countries had also 
been launched. When opening the meeting, Alioune Fall, representing our 
minister of planning and cooperation, to begin with welcomed his Gambian 
brothers before talking about the purpose of the meeting. "This morning's 
meeting, he pointed out, should permit us to come to an agreement concern- 
ing the ways and means by which we will achieve a harmonization of our 
development plans. For us it will be a question of defining fields of 
cooperation and identifying a series of concrete actions to be carried out 
jointly." 
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For the directeur de cabinet of the minister of planning and cooperation, 
the meeting will undoubtedly make a notable contribution to the strengthen- 
ing of the ties existing between our two countries, as presidents Diawara 
and Senghor hoped for during the first regular session of the conference 
of the chiefs of state and government of the Organization for the Develop- 
ment of the Gambia River (OMVC). 
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BRIEFS 


SENEGALESE-MAURITANIAN MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING--Francois Bob, Senegalese 
secretary of state for youth and sports, left the capital yesterday for his 
country. Yesterday the Senegalese official signed with Maj Thiam El-Hadj, 
member of the Military Committee for National Salvation [CMSN], minister 

of youth and sports, handicrafts and tourism, a memorandum of understanding 
dealing with an exchange of delegations, mutual assistance in various fields, 
an exchange of programs, information and correspondence. This memorandum 
specified moreover that the two countries will arrange in rotation organized 
tours for young people for the discovery of both countries. It provides 
also in addition for artistic training, the participation of each of the 
countries in important socio-educational events organized by the other. 

The Senegalese secretary of state held a work session yesterday morning 

with the officials of the Ministry of Youth and Sports, Handicrafts and 
Tourism. [Excerpt] [Nouakchott CHAAB in French 8 Aug 79 p 8] 
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BRIEFS 


MPLA REPRESENTATIVE TO AFGHANISTAN--The MPLA-Labor Party will be repre- 
sented at the conference of solidarity with the people of Afghanistan by 
comrade Antonio Daniel Ventura de Azevedo, member of the national secre- 
tariat of the JMPLA/Youth Movement of the Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola. The conference will take place from 24 to 27 August. 

The youth representative left for Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, as 

a delegate of the department of foreign relations. The people of Afghanis- 
tan embarked on the road toward progressive development at the time of the 
military coup d'etat which removed the last king from power 15 months ago. 
Since that time, this nonalined country has been the victim of constant 
maneuvers by the international reactionary forces aimed at destabilizing 
the regime. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 18 Aug 79 p 2] 


cso: 4401 


17 














BRIEFS 


CUBAN EMBASSY--Cuba and Cape Verde recently decided to establish a permanent 
diplomatic mission in Praia at the embassy level. The chief of this mission, 
charge d'affaires Enrique Benavides, has already presented his credentials 

to the minister of foreign affairs and has participated in the high-level 
discussions with the Cuban delegation headed by Council of State Vice 
President Joel Domenech. [Text] [Praia VOZ DI POVO in Portuguese 

ll Aug 79 p 3] 
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IDENTITY OF FORFEITED ASSETS COMMITTEE SHOULD BE PUBLIC 
Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 14 Aug 79 p 2 
{[Editorial: "Back To Where They Came Fron”) 


[Text] Easily the most popular topic of discussion in the country is the 
concern of citizens about what to do about the illegally acquired properties 
that have been seized by the state from our former rulers. 


A lot of concern has been expressed by many people about these properties 
especially on the possibility of a reversal of policy which might see the 
properties being returned to the people from whom they have been seized. 


The President-elect, Dr Hilla Limann, has given enough assurances on the 
matter to aliay all such fears, but then it ought to be clear to us all 
that the ultimate power is not with Dr Limann nor with his party, but with 
the PEOPLE of Ghana. 


The last time such confiscated properties were returned to their original 
owners, it was done twelve clear years after the state had acquired them 
after going through a lot of cumberzome and detailed legal procedures. 


When the properties were returned, even though most people felt that the 
decision was wrong, nobody, no organisation, no society uttered a word of 
protest; we all pulled eyebrows and grumbled in the safety of our homes. 


And this will happen again, no matter what guarantees there are in the con- 
stitution, unless the people of Ghana take it upon themselves to ensure that 
they prevent a recurrence of such behaviour. 


White it lasted, it was an oft-quoted axiom during the life time of the First 
Republic, that the government can do ANYTHING except turn a man «nto a woman 
and vice-versa. 


It might sound presumptuous and i.possible today but unless the people of 
this country are willing to serve as watch dogs, we will find that our govern- 
ments will only stop short of changing females into males. 








Dr Limann might keep to his word and not reverse the decisions but his is 
only the first government and another one might come as did in 1972 who 
would feel secure enough to ignore the voice of the people. 


That is why the "Graphic" feels that the committee that was inaugurated 
yesterday by Flight-Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings, Chairman of the Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council, to see to the proper administration of the seized 
properties, holds the key to the place in history of the AFRC. 


The practice in this country has often been that once the state takes over 
a private business or organisation, we see the end of efficiency and vi- 
ability. 


We do not want a situation whereby in a year or two, one would point to 
broken dewn businesses and decrepit buildings and say that these were seized 
properties. 


It has been proved that the people's monies were wrongfully used to acquire 
these assets;, then we deserve to get the uptimum cut of them. The concern 
of the people is not only that they might be retutaed some day but that the 
greatest use can be derived from the properties. 


The GRAPHIC is disturbed that the membership of this all-important committee 
has not been made public because we would like to know the identity of those 
who have been charged with this very important duty. 


It would be the best way of keeping a tab on how they discharge their respon- 
sibilities and it would be the surest way of debunking any future charges of 
vested interests and corruption. 

When the history of the present times is written, we want it to be possible 


to say that those who stole the people's money had the money returned to 
the people from wom it was originally stolen. 
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INCOMING GOVERNMENT WILL ENJOY AFRC ‘CLEAN’ IMAGE 


Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 11 Aug 79 p 2° 


|Editorial: “Something New, Something Old") 


[Text] 
WHEN we achieved our i 
dence, every difficulty was 
blamed on the “colonia! admi- 
nistration,” any time we faced a 
difficult task, the imperialists 
and colonialists were a most 


Sometimes, such actions have been obv- 
ious indications of insecurity on the 
part of the new rulers and an attempt to 
justily the removal of the old govern- 


ment. Thus, | rofeclr Bey — 
— and pipe-line, 





handy and reliable group to bia- anything to their credit. 
me. Rather h an admission, 
{n 1966 and after that, it was “the — — nn Ae condemnation of 


old regime”’ which was to be 
held responsible for ail our 
woes. Public hysteria was at 
such a pitch that everything 
identified with the Kwame Nkru- 


———— io cal beth greta: W's seoryoeay’ 
hema and it was very popular to ung, 

reverse every policy and every Pope Mhat'ine in-coming edminiatration 
programme that had been ini- self not to feel upon to indulge in 


tiated by “the old regime”’. 

in 1972, the tune was the same, only the 
words changed, this time it was the 
Busia regime which was held biame- 
able for every problem in the country. 


Most probably ii is because of the 
mode of of tin both 
1966 and 1972 which led to an atmos- 
phere where it was easy and tempting 
for the new rulers to simply push the 
problems on the disgraced old re’ me. 

, in our excitement over « ‘ery 
violent change of government, the 
temptation is indeed great to simply 
reverse everything done by the pre- 
cedina reaime. 


Luckily for Dr. Limenn’s etiniais@ation, it 
will be taking over power from an im- 
popular and thus 

there wouldn't be that atmosphere of 
“revulsion against the old regime” 
which we have witnessed on other oc- 
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REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE WILL DEAL WITH FORFEITED ASSETS 


Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in English 14 Aug 79 p 1 
[Article by Pamidy Amoah] 


[Excerpt] 


of Ghana Stua ats, University 
Teachers Association of Ghana, 


itl fs 


Lands 
Union “to make the disposal exercise 
The State T ct straight forward and simple”. 
Institute of Bankers, Institute of | He explained that the exercise of 
Accountants, Institute of Surveyors these new State assets had 
and the Chamber of Commerce are been well thought of because the 
alw Council attached great 
for the lessons it 


inaugurating the Committee at toit . 
Accra High School yesterday, Fit.- Fit.Lt. Rawlings stated that 
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BRIEFS 


FOREIGNERS DEPORTED--The Government on Tuesday issued deportation orders 
against 25 more foreigners who came into the country as visitors but have 
ended up engaged in various areas of trade. In an interview with the Ghana 
News Agency in Accra yesterday, Captain Victor Okaikoi, AFRC Liaison Officer 
at the Ministry of Internal Affairs, said the deportees are mainly Lebanese 
and Indians who, according to Capt Okaikoi, have managed to stay in the 
country for between five and ten yvears. [Text] [Accra DAILY GRAPHIC in 


English 14 Aug 79 p 8] 


ILLEGAL CITIZENSHIP REVOKED--Illegally acquired Ghanaian citizenships are 

to be revoked, Captain Victor Okaikoi, Armed Forces Revolutionary Council 
(AFRC) representative at the Ministry of Internal Affairs said in Accra 
yesterday. In an interview, Captain Okaikoi said the ministry was in contact 
with the Attorney-General's Department to denaturalize all those found to 
have acquired their citizenships through dubious means. According to Capt 
Okaikoi, between 1972 and 1974, 119 persons were granted citizenship of 
whom 80 percent were Indians and Lebanese. Between 1975 and 1978, 150 
persons naturalized, with over 90 percent being Lebanese, Capt Okaikoi 
revealed. He said that the rate at which foreigners were acquiring Ghanaian 
citizenship by naturalization became a matter of concern for the Government. 
Capt Okaikoi said since the June 4 Revolution 200 Lebanese and 213 Indians 
have left the country, hoping to return after the AFRC has handed over power 
to a civilian government on October 1. The Government therefore revoked 

all re-entry visas issued since June 4 and had instructed all Ghana missions 
abroad to stop issuing visas. [Text] [Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 

16 Aug 79 p 8] 
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GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


WOMEN'S DELEGATION TO MOSCOW--An important delegation of the Revolutionary 
Union of Guinean Women led by the head of state's wife, chairman of the 
national committee for the international year of the child, Comrade Andre 
Toure, and including in particular Comrade Jeanne Martin Cisse, member of 
both the national political bureau and the central committee and minister 
of social affairs yesterday, Monday 3 September 1979, early in the morning, 
left Conakry for Moscow to attend the international forum on child problems. 
This international conference whose central theme is for a bright and sure 
future for all children, will be held from 6 to 11 September. More than 
700 delegates from various countries and international organizations will 
participate. [Excerpt] [Conakry Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 

4 Sep 79 AB] 
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BRIEFS 


OFFICIAL TO MOSCOW--The commissioner of state for justice, Comrade Fidelis 
de Almada, left last Friday for Moscow to take part in the eighth congress 
of the USSR Academy of Political Science devoted to political and social 
problems. During his stay in that socialist country, Commissioner 
Fidelis de Almada will meet with Soviet experts, particularly in the field 


of social and legal problems. [Text] [Bissau NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 
18 Aug 79 p 2) 


USSR COASTAL SHIPPING COOPERATION--Palmeira, Sal-Rei, Tarrafal and Janela, 
located respectively on the islands of Sal, Boavista, S. Nicolau and 
Santo Antao, will be the new coastal shipping ports; this is the result 
of the recent signing of a protocol between the directorate general for 
cooperation and a Soviet delegation headed by the economic counselor of 
the USSR Embassy in Bissau. The above ports will be built with technical 
and financial assistance provided by the Soviet Union. The protocol was 
signed in the Ministry of Transportation and Communications by Adao Rocha, 
director general for cooperation. Soviet specialists from the Ministry of 
Merchant Marine and experts on port construction, as well as national 
cadres from the Ministry of Transportation and from the Department of 
Public Works took an active part in the meetings. [Text] [Bissau 

NO PINTCHA in Portuguese 18 Aug 79 p 3] 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 31 Aug 79 pp 1,2 


ANTI-MACHEL RESISTANCE ACTIVITIES INCREASE 


{Article by Aida Parker] 


[Excerpt ] 
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have in the past few weeks ing to these attacks, the 
ambushed Frelimo vehicles combined forces of FPLM 
on the —— and SNASP arrested hun- 
Chimoio and roads dreds of innocent civilians.” 
“with considerable success. 
Amen the large quan- Sabotage 
says RNM, were a of In addition, a sabo- 
Communist anti- tage group “operating 
mines “which our forces 
in the Maaromeu area 
have already to good 
use.” - of Sofala Province has 
reported the destruction 
Bt! a — of the turbines at the 


Cuban-controlled Sena 
Sugar Estates, causing 
production to cease." 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


GDR EQUIPMENT--The delegation representing the GDR firm for wood exports, 
which is visiting our country on the occasion of the inauguration of the 
FACIM-79 Maputo Fair gave yesterday a concrete-manufacturing machine to 
the Ministry of Public Works and Housing for the prefabricated housing 
factory now under construction in Umbeluzi. This equipment was given 
within the framework of a cooperation agreement signed between the two 
countries. The national director for the construction industry from 

the Ministry of Public Works and Housing was present at the ceremony. 
[Excerpt] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 25 Aug 79 p 3] 


FRIENDSHIP WITH GDR--It was announced in Maputo that the Solidarity and 
Friendship Week between the peoples of the People’s Republic of Mozambique 
and the German Democratic Republic will take place from 9 to 15 September. 
The event will be marked in our country with cultural and sports activi- 
ties, showing of films and shows organized by the nucleus of the Friend- 
ship and Solidarity League of the GDR and the democratic organizations of 
the masses of Mozambique. Several GDR cultural groups will soon arrive 
in Mozambique and will participate in a number of activities, among which 
will be gymnastics and acrobatics shows. Within the framework of this 
Solidarity Week, the Organization of Mozambican Youth will participate in 
voluntary work days and in benefits to raise funds. [Text] [Maputo 
NOTICIAS in Portuguese 27 Aug 79 p 1] 


YUGOSLAV DONATION--A Yugoslav Airlines plane arrived at the Beira Inter- 
national Airport day before yesterday carrying donations for Zimbabwean 
refugees in our country. The defense secretary of the ZANU [Zimbabwe 
African National Union], one of the Patriotic Front members, and the 
Yugoslav ambassador in the People's Republic of Mozambique were present 
at the ceremony. In his message, the Yugoslav ambassador in Mozambique 
stressed the ties of solidarity uniting his country and the struggle of 
the Zimbabwe people against the illegal regime of Southern Rhodesia. 
[Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 24 Aug 79 p 1] 


RECONSTRUCTION FOLLOWING RHODESIAN ATTACKS--A group of young people who 
had traveled to Tete to provide assistance in the reconstruction of areas 
devastated by Rhodesian incursions, recently returned to Lichinga, the 
capital of Niassa province. During their stay in Tete, the young people 
worked in a communal village. [hey joined the local people in the harvest 
of corn and beans in the agricu.tural cooperative, in the cutting of hay 
and in the manufacture of bricks for housing construction. [Excerpt] 
[Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 24 Aug 79 p 3] 
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NEW RAILWAY CARS--Two types of railway rolling stock never before manu- 
factured in Mozambique will soon be produced by “Cometal-Mometal™ engi- 
neering factory in Maputo. The new wagons are platform-type container 
carriers and gravel maintenance trucks. The factory hopes to produce 
100 of each type with the assistance of the Mozambique port and 
railway autorities. [Text] [Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 
21 Aug 79 p 3) 
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NAMIBIA 


PRETORIA WANTS DTA TAKEOVER 


REINHARD RUKORO 


Windhoek WINDHOEK OBSERVER in English 25 Aug 79 p 9 


{Text } 
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VILJOEN'S TASK CALLED FORMIDABLE CHALLENGE 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 28, 29, 30 Aug 79 


[Article by Wilf Nussey] 








[28 Aug 79 p 24] 


Running Out of Stean-- 


[Text ] 
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has many 
poli parties but these 
can be grouped into 


political scene. 

@ The “internal 
Swapo” which claims to 
be one with Mr Sam Nujo 
m2°s external guerilla 
movement but is visibly 
more moderate and less 
militant, and would pro- 
bably have a bigger fol- 


‘owing if it broke cleanly 
away and found a strong 
leader. 


@ The National Party 
and its election front Ak- 
tur (which drew a sum- 
der of black votes... but 
ahs, mobody can say) It 
now has a tacit alliance 


@ The Namibia Nation- 
a! Front, a somewhat inef- 
fectual coalition. 


@ The Swapo- 
Democrats, a still small 
party of Swapo dissidents. 

@ Mr Nujoma's “exter- 
nal Swapo,” which has an 
undefinable following in- 
side the territory and 
whuse current policy is 
simply: war. 

Change hes quietly con- 
trnued since the Decem- 
her election with only 
three events of note. One 
was Judge Steyn'’s un- 
avoidable involvement in 
politics, which so eroded 
his status as impartial 
guide and mentor that he 
had to go, as he freely 
admits. 
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A Taxing Task for Viljoen-- 


[Text ]} 
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There has been mucn 
speculation that another 
election will be held in 
the territory to clear the 
air and to try to resolve 
the political deadlock and 
override the ethnic ob- 
stacles. 

But there is no time for 
that. A SWA/Namibia sol- 
ution ts becoming as 


urgent for its neighbours 
as for the territory itself. 


So it must come from 
him, and from Pretoria’s 
negotiations with the 
West. 


In hus favour he has the 
knowledge thai the direc- 
tion he is taking is, with 
lesser variations, that 
which the great majority 
of the peopie want to go 
— including most of 
the 25000 Germans and 
10 000 English-speakers 
and probably most of the 
75 000 Afrikaners. 


His less urgent but 
equally important prob- 
lems are legion. Blacks 
want better schools, which 
means classes of 20 or 30 
per teacher like the 
whites instead of 70 to 
100, and better teachers. 
Economic depression has 
led to heavy wunem- 
ployment. 


The ahkolition of influx 
control holds the menace 
of urban slums. The huge 
bulk of the profits from 
diamond and other mi- 
ning out of the coun- 
try. re is ne Common 
Markettandard beef abat- 
twir, although the terri- 
tory readily exports great 
volumes of venison to 
Europe. 

Just about every con- 
sumer product from ciga- 
reties to cars has to be 
imported. There is a 
desperate need for South 
Westers of all races to be 
trained for the civil ser- 
vice, commerce and what 
little industry there 
Mees 


Fortunately for his 
health Dr Viljoen has no 
direction of foreign af- 
fairs, defence or police 
and therefore does not 
have to take the lead or 
make the decisions in the 
other two giant problems 
over SWA/ Namibia. 

These are security 
against the Swapo attack 
from Angola and Zambia, 
and the negotiations for a 
United Nations monitored 
general election to usher 
in an independence accep- 
table to the world. 

Not much can be said 
on the security side 
because of the tight curbs 
of the Defence Act. But 
the sizeable SA Defence 
Force contingent in the 
territory has thus far suc- 


prevent amy serious 
spread so far of subver- 
sion and covert terrorism. 


and, some say, terror 
strikes on white schools. 

But the big attack was 
squashed and the loophole 
etecee the other 

1 y were in 

ioet ‘plenmed. were never 
thrust home. 

On the external front, 
the ball is in Pretoria. 

Latest reading of the 
southern Africar frontline 
states’ stand on SWA/ 
Namibia is that they are 
becoming increasingly ex- 
asperated with Mr Nujo- 
ma for four reasons: 

@ None of them parti- 
“ularly likes him personal- 


@ He is more and 
more beholden to the So- 
viet bloc, of which they 
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and will continue fighti 


to their di be- 
cause he is fearful of 
losing. 

to certain 
black politiciang in Wind- 
hoek with pipelines to the 
exterior, Mr Nujoma is so 
much in disfavour at 
present that the only 
“frontline state” he can 
freely visit is Angola. Else- 


must get prior 


carefully. 
The latest ideas (not 


Angola, which to 
netint nd Tet depend 
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ence on Russia, East Ger- 


end the figh on the 
Angola-SWA/Namibia bor. 
er. 


litarised zone along that 
pram Mae 100 km wide 

ng as reputedly 
agreed to have the whole 
100 km on its side). 
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BRIEFS 


NNF REJECTS VILJOEN--WINDHOEK: The Namibia National Front Youth League has 
issued a press statement in which they request that Professor Gerrit 
Viljoen, new Administrator General, should not come to Namibia because he 
did not know the situation at hand. The Youth League said in the statement 
that they denounced both the former Administrator General, Mr Justice Steyn, 
in addition to Dr Viljoen. They further called upon all "peace-loving 
forces" in Namibia not to welcome Professor Viljoen,” a personality who 
stands for nothing other than the Afrikaner Broederbond."” “It is quite clear 
to every right thinking person that we are approaching a year's end and 
according to South Africa's way of thinking and way of understanding the 
Namibian situation, an election must de held at the end of the year, in 
order to keep up the spirit of those who have been promised a Cinderella 
Republic and to uphold the name of the DTA" the statement continued. Because 
of South Africa and Mr Justice Steyn's numerous proclamations, they con- 
tinued, "we are today living in a lawless society--a society not protected 
by the rule of law but rather suppressed, oppressed and exploited by these 
laws instituted by the South African Government." The black man, the state- 
ment concluded "shall one day regain his right to rule his country as a 
rightful owner, just as a gyroscope will always return to equilibriun, 
however far it is pushed.” [Text] [Windhoek WINDHOEK OBSERVER in English 
25 Aug 79 p 9] 
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RHODES IA 


OPERATION OF BLACK TOWNSHIPS PRAISED 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English 30 Aug 79 p 21 


[Text] WILF MBANGA, of the Star's Africa News Service, writing from 
Salisbury, finds the townships of South Africa--particularly Soweto 
(picture left) [omitted]--sadly lacking compared with their counterparts 
in Zimbabwe Rhodesia. 


When it comes to the war, is safe and revenue iS Of course 
homeliness and secu: tranquil. There are eS Sans ae 
rity, there is no com- very few murders. ome, tan 24 
parison between the The townships. more than about 
townships of South which house about two a month. In addi- 
Africa — particular- million of the coun- tion, supplementary 
S . <= and try's oe, Sze charges are paid for 
, t sin peel * ~ eg BB 
Zimbabwe Rhodesia. actually produce a reve- and sewerage. = 
nue , 
a heve a are adminis. Projects 
— and for good teres Go aa 
' sess ities of the towns in Electricity tariffs are 
aa ~~ which thev are situ- according to meter 
- policing, light. ated and not by the readings in some areas 
cf, tarred roads, central government. and im wnmetered 
sporting facilities, Salisdury municipal)- areas the charges ate 
Situated ty alone expects a fixed at about R470 
shops, a good, cheap revenue surplus of per five amp. 
and reliable bus ser. about 250000 from However, in these 
vice and security of the townships it runs areas there is a limited 
tenure. during this financial — ~~ ~ 
Salisbury has 12 year. eae oe 
black townships all During the same SO cite cece int 
within 2 26 km radius period the municipality basic R1,90 a — Ay 
of the centre. The reckons to spend about . 
nearest, Harari. is R320-rnillion — most of Beer sales account 
about 3 km away. which will be raised for a large slice of the 
from the township re- income and law 


All im all, life in the sidents themselves. one-third this 
townships here, despite The prime source of amount must go 
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Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 1 Sep 79 pp 1, 2 
4420 


BOTHA FORESEES CITY STATUS FOR SOWETO 
[Article by Jaap Theron] 


[Excerpts] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


QOBOZA INFORMS BOTHA OF SOWETO REALITIES 


Johannesburg POST in English 27 Aug 79 p 4 


[Open letter from Percy Qoboza to Prime Minister Botha] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MILITARY HAVE CONVINCED BOTHA OF INTERNAL DANGER 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 25 Aug 79 p 1 


"Important a 


[Editorial: 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


SABC SHOULD BECOME BOTHA TOOL FOR EDUCATION 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 25 Aug 79 p 3 


[Article by Allister Sparks] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


TREURNICHT OPPOSITE TO BOTHA POLICIES 


‘POST: 


Johannesburg POST in English 29 Aug 79 p 4 


“Treurnicht Must Go"] 


{Editorial: 
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BUTHELEZI CALLS FOR DIALOG, PROGRESS IN PHASES 
Johannesburg THE STAK in English 27 Aug 79 pp 1, 3 


{Text] Durban--KkaZulu Chief Minister and Inkatha president, Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezi, has indicated that he does not regard a one-man-one-vote sys- 
tem as practical politics in South Africa in the foreseeable future. 


The chief made a major policy speech in America, in which he also demanded 
that the African National Congress accept it was possible to bring about 
change in South Africa peacefully. 


Chief Buthelezi said: “Those who take up arms while there are other al- 
ternatives embark on barbarism. The premature resorting to violence is 
expediency of the worst order.” 


He was speaking at the third international Christian political conference 
of the Association for Public Justice. It was held at Sioux Centre, Iowa, 
this weekend. 


Reality Ignored 


Chief Buthelezi said the fundamental constitutional question which had to 
be asked in South Africa was whether it was realistic to aim for the full 
inclusion of blacks in the existing Constitution. 


“Our early cries for one-man-one-vote ignored the reality of racial ha- 
tred, racial fear and entrenched power groups. 


"We have been preoccupied with one-man-one-vote within the straightjacket 
of a unitary state, because racist South Africa at present pretends that 
she is a democratic state with a unitary form of government.” 


Chief Buthelezi said apart fror the feasibility of getting whites to share 
power within the existing Consi tution, the question had to be asked whether 
impoverished peasants and semi-literate Blacks would find it possible to 
influence political decision making if the present multi-party system were 
retained. 





"Then there is the relationship between a political system and an economic 
system,” he said. 


"We have reached a point where we can no longer afford to talk simplisti- 
cally of power sharing in a one-man-one-vote system. We can afford to talk 
about one vote provided we do not do so simplistically," Chief Buthelezi 
said. 


It was illusionary to think that equal voting rights was all that was 
needed to bring about economic justice. 


As events moved from the present order to a future dispensation "where 

one man one vote will ensure the perpetuation of justice," it might be neces- 
sary to pass through phases to accommodate white fears and minority inter- 
ests and "to make manageable" the huge problems caused by apartheid. 


Chief Buthelezi was emphatic that if mass violence was to be avoided, 
blacks would have to negotiate with the Afrikaner and the National Party. 


"Whether we like it or not, they are our fellow South Africans with whom 
we share the destiny of the country." 


Chief Buthelezi said he stood for peaceful change and would not allow Inka- 
tha to be used for anything but non-violent programmes. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


ISLAMIC YOUTH SHOWING RENEWED RELIGIOUS INTEREST 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 21 Aug 79 p 11 


[Article by Ameen Akhalwaya] 
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ISSUE OF NONWHITES IN WHITE SUBURBS INTENSIFYING 


Treurnicht Statement 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 28 Aug 79 p 5 
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Judge's Opinion 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English 30 Aug 79 p 1 


[Text] A clash appears to be brewing in the Government over whether Indian 
and coloured people who cannot find homes in their own areas should be al- 
lowed to live in white suburbs. 


The clash could occur between Dr Andries Treurnicht, the rightwing leader 
of the National Party in the Transvaal, and verligte members of the Cabi- 
net. 


Dr Treurnicht said this week that new laws might have to be passed to pre- 
vent coloured and Indian people moving into white areas. 


But a Supreme Court judge, Mr Justice King, said yesterday in a judgment 
after an appeal against an ejectment order, that because of the serious 
housing shortage, he felt sure the Minister would be reasonable when ap- 
proached for temporary permits. 


However, about 200 people have applied for permits over the last two years 
to live in white areas, but none has been granted. 


The judge said: "It is well known that the provisions of the (Group Areas) 
Act have and are still causing hardship. The permit system is the mechan- 
ism for alleviating these hardships. 


"If the appellant cannot avoid breaching the provisions of the Act without 
he and his wife abandoning their employment in Johannesburg, then--as 
inequitable as it will be--he and his wife will have to seek their live- 
lihood in another place. 


"An Act of Parliament creates law, but not necessarily equity." 
Bound 


In his judgment, Mr Justice King dismissed an appeal by Mr Ahmed Nazir 
Adams against being ejected from flats in Doornfontein, Johannesburg. He 
has a wife and child. 


The judge said he was bound by the law, but added: “If I were sitting as 
a court of equity, I would have come to the assistance of the appellant." 


In an interview this week, Mr Marais Steyn, the Minister of Community De- 
velopment, took a soft line. 


He said permit applications by coloured and Indian people to live in white 
group areas would be considered on merit. 
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He said one of the criteria the authorities would consider would be the 
hardship suffered by the applicants. Others would include the possibility 
of race friction and whether there was enough housing available for whites. 
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MINISTER SAYS INDUSTRIAL POWERS COULD ILL-AFFORD BOYCOTT 
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ilps fs ane 23h lh #5 i} 

Niele fad d F lie ie 
Hee iee tia 
Hii ape iy! 
in Hh aa i iG 
fl ie al 3 ately 


57 


4420 


[Text] 
cso 











TUCSA PREPARES CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English 24 Aug 79 p 6 


[Text] The rising price of food “can create a crisis” says the leader of 
the 240 000~strong Trade Union Council of South Africa (Tucsa). 


A resolution drafted for Tucsa’s annual conference in Cape Town next month, 
calls on the Government to: 


--Abolish or reduce general sales tax on all items of food, or implement 
effective subsidisation. 


~-Investigate the role of control boards for agricultural products. 
Unemployment 


Tucsa’s leadership also proposes a draft resolution calling on the Govern- 
ment to form a committee of State, employer and union representatives to 
examine the problem of unemployment and to suggest remedial action. 


Another proposal condemns the Mineworkers’ Union for trying to organise a 
strike "for the sole purpose of hindering the advancement of black workers.” 


Blueprint 
Other draft resolutions: 


--Welcome the Wiehahn Report as a “realistic blueprint to inspire confi- 
dence" but deplore the Government's legislation for many shortcomings, in- 
cluding the entrenchment of certain discriminatory provisions. 


--Call on the Government to amend its labour laws to conform to the stan- 
dards of the International Labour Orgauisation and enable South Africa to 
seek readmission. 


--Call for a realistic national minimum wage determination. 


--Urge the Government to investigate the allegedly excessive profits of 
oil companies and the reduction of excise duty on oil products. 
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PALABORA COPPER MINE TO BE ENLARGED 
Johannesburg POST in English 24 Aug 79 p 17 
[Advertisement ] 

[Text] Palabora Mining Company Limited 


Directors: G. A. Macmillan (Chairman), A. J. Leroy! (Managing Director), 
W. H. Burt) (Alt. C. R. Netscher), A. E. Buxton?, G. H. Edwards, A. G. 
Frame?, C. H. Geach, C. A. Macaulay’, P. Malozemoff! (Alt. M. J. M. M. 
Crichton), G. R. Parker, E. Pavitt (Alt. L. W. P. van den Bosch), P. J. van 
Rooy, N. F. Warren], R. W. Wright, C. B. E.2 


Circular to Shareholders 


The Directors of Palabora Mining Company Limited (PMC) have pleasure in 
informing shareholders of a decision to proceed with a further expansion of 
the open pit mining operation both in depth and in lateral extension, be- 
yond the enlarged limits which were announced in September, 1974. 


Operations 


The life of the previously planned open pit mine was scheduled to terni- 
nate in 1992, but the effect of this expansion will be to extend this life 
until 1997. It is estimated that a further 625 000 tons of copper which 
would otherwise not have been mined from open pit cperations will now be 
produced during this five year period. 


The pit will be extended by an average of 200 metres in diameter and the 
depth increased by 100 metres, compared with the previous plan, to a final 
depth of 774 metres below the level of Loole beacon. To achieve this, it 
will be necessary to increase the mining rate from a nominal 300 000 tons 
per day to 355 000 tons ,er day from the beginning of 1980. Capital ex- 
penditure during 1979 and 1980 on the additional mining equipment necessary 
to achieve the higher mining rate will be about R32 million. 





1 U. Ss. A. 
2 British 
3 Canadian 








The reason for increasing the mining rate as early as 1980 is to allow for 
the orderly development of the larger open pit mine whilst maintaining 
copper production at approximately existing levels. There will not be any 
increase in annual copper output before 1992 and the additional copper 
will be produced during the five years thereafter. 


The Phosphate Development Corporation Limited 


The decision to proceed with the expansion was taken after negotiations 
with The Phosphate Development Corporation Limited (Foskor) whose opera- 
tions are located near PMC at Phalaborwa. Foskor's participation in this 
new project is essential to ensure its economic viability and as this will 
result in considerable benefits to Foskor, this company has agreed to the 
granting of a loan to assist in the purchase of additional mining equip- 
ment as well as payment for part of the cost of mining the additional ma- 
terial which will have to be removed from the enlarged pit. A proportion 
of this material contains phosphates which will be processed by Foskor. 

In addition, ..¢ supply of phosphate bearing tailings from PMC's own cop- 
per operatic .s sill be increased. Under an existing agreement these are 
pumped to Fi sk’ r for the extraction of phosphates and an additional 50 ail- 
lion tons o ; osphate bearing tailings will become available from the ex- 
pansion. 


Heads of Agreement have been signed by your Company and Foskor, and a fi- 
nal agreement should be signed by 30th September, 1979. 


Financing 


In terms of the Income Tax Act, PMC is entitled to claim capital expendi- 
ture in the year in which it is incurred and to set this off against pro- 
fits. Consequently a portion of the financing required for the expansion 
will be provided out of tax payments thus deferred. 


The balance of the finance required for the extension will be provided out 
of bank facilities and retained profits. 


The net cost of mining the additional incremental waste will be capitali- 
sed until 1992 and will then be written off against the profits arising 
from the copper produced during the period 1992 to 1997. 


The effect of these financial arrangements will be to minimise signifi- 
cantly the short- to medium-term reduction in PMC's profits and dividend 
paying potential which might have been expected as a result of deciding 
to mine the additional material. 


The PMC open pit will now be in »peration for a further five years and the 
Company can thus be expected to earn profits and pay dividends consider- 
ably greater in aggregate than would otherwise have been possible. 


For and on behalf of the Board, G. A. Macmillan, Chairman, A. J. Leroy, 
Managing Director, Johannesburg 23rd August 1979 
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OIL SHALE TEST DRILLING UNDERWAY IN FAROO 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English 28 Aug 79 p 11 
[Article by Jaap Boekkooi] 


[Text] The Industrial Development Corporation has confirmed it is test 
drilling oil shale deposits, similar to those which kept South Africa 
running on Satmar petrol during the last world war, across a wide area of 
the Karoo. 


The renewed interest in torbanite and other oil shales is part of the 
search for alternatives for imported oil. 


But so far, the corporation has not found any ofl shale deposits like the 
torbanite seam near Ermelo that created Satmar during the war. 


"What we have found so fai are sporadic thin seams with low oil content and 
often interspersed with dolorite intrusions which caused the oil to escape,” 
said Mr A J van den Berg, the IDC's managing director. 


The deposits cover a large part of South Africa, including the Orange Free 
State and the Karoo in geological strata known as the Witband. 


According to the IDC any sizeable deposits with an oil content of 50 per 
cent or more will make mining viable. 


Other countries like Brazil and the United States are again taking a seri- 
ous look at such deposits as a possible answer to the oil crisis. 


A pilot plant to turn shales into oil has been buile in Brazil and stud- 
ies in the United States have shown that shale ofl can compete with Arab 
oil after the latest oil price rises. 


There are estimated world reserves of about 200-billion barrels of ofl in 
shale deposits and tar sands left after the depletion of conventional oil 
fields. 








Coal mines have been asked to look into renewed mining of torbanite as 
part of their operations. 


--Satmar (South African Torbanite Mining and Refining Corporation) was 
disbanded three years ago. 
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COAL RESERVES LARGER THAN PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 29 Aug 79 p 25 


{Article by Jean Moon] 


{Text ] 


cso: 


Sevth Africa has far more 
extractable coal than pre 
viously theught, ang the 
estimated peak of produc 
iion has been extended 
from early im the next 
century to the end of the 
century. 


A Chamber of Mines 
report appearing in the 
July edition of Energy 
and the Environment sué- 
gests that at today’s 
prices, and by using 
modern technology, et 
tractable reserves are al @ 
level of 61000m tons, 150 
percent higher than the 
25 290m tons on which the 
offical South African 
energy pianning is based. 


Coal reserve estimatet 
were arrived at by the 
Petrick Commission based 
on 1972/73 data, which 
put tetal feserves at 
81 274m tons to a depth 
of 300. metres, of which 
only 31 percent would be 
mined. 


OUTLINES 


In a paper presented to 
a recent conference Mr R 
F Burnton, General Min- 
ine’s Division Project 
Manager, outlines certain 
factors which he says 
have changed the original 
analysis. Reserves down to 
400 metres given by the 
Petrick Commission were 
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put at 91 767m ions, but 
te this can be added 
10000m tons since dit 
covered. 

In addition there has 
been a shift in reserves 
from the inferred cate 
gory to the proven cate 
gory and a reduction in 
the minimum mining 
height in terms of today's 


mum as set by the Petrck 
Commission will further 
extend the lifetime of 
these reserves. 


There are five major 
basins containing coal de- 
posite in South Africa, 
ranging from the Limpopo 
Basin in the north to the 
Molteno-Indwe in 


tified in the mator basins 
and coe) in them is con- 
tained in anything from 
one to five economicaliy 
mineable seams (between 
1 and 11 m = thick) 
within strata normally less 
than 150 m thick. 





SOUTH AFRICA 


In general, the coal can 
be «split into four main 
categories — raw bitumi- 
nous coal. washed bitumi- 
nous coal. metalilurcical 
coal and anthracite. 

South Africa's coal is 
generally low quality with 
about 85 percent made up 
of raw bituminous coal 
with a high ath content of 
between 20 percent and 
46 percent. 

This coal makes a satis 
factory product for power 
station fuel. feedctock and 
oil-fram-coal proiects. 

About 19 000m tone of 
raw bituminowe coal from 
theee areae ic recerded a« 


product with an ash con. 
tent of show? 14 nercernt 
This good gerade seam cna 
is reed for newer stations 


both here and abroad. 





SOUTH AFRICA 


REVISED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO BE ISSUED 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 28 Aug 79 p 11 


[Article by Harold Fridjhon] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


STATUS OF WALVIS BAY DISCUSSED 
Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 27 Aug 79 p 9 
[Article by Benjamin Pogrund] 


[Text] For the past two years Walvis Bay town council has refused elec- 
tricity to seven families living in a small block of flats--because the 
families are coloured and the building is in a "“whites-only" area. 


The families continue to live there and use paraffin, gas and candles for 
their lighting, cooking and heating. 


The bizarre story was disclosed to me by the owner of the building-~white 
businessman Vaughn Webster. He has had a running battle with the town 
council because he refuses to comply with orders to evict the coloureds. 


"These chaps are quite mad," he says. “They put ideology above everything.” 


By that he refers to the apartheid which is being upheld since South Af- 
rica, in September 1977, declared its full control over the Walvis Bay en- 
clave of 1 124 square kilometres. 


The town itself--population 24 000 and declining--sits like a pimple on 
the Atlantic coast, with sand-dunes stretching into the vast hinterland of 
South West Africa/Namibia. 


Tt's a dismal-looking, desolate kind of place. The town fights a constant 
battle against the sand. Wooden barriers stretch around the perimeter 
to block the drifting dunes. 


But at least there is plentiful water from arterial wells, so there are 
patches of grass and flowers in the town itself. 


However awful the appearance, h lvis Bay has important strategic value to 
South Africa, especially if Namibia itself should fall into "hostile" 
hands, which means Swapo. It is the only deep-sea port on the Namibian 
coast and this alone makes it valuable. In addition, South Africa has a 
military base there and the Air Force uses the airport. 
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The enclave was made a British possession some 100 years ago while the rest 
of the huge territory was annexed by Imperial Germany. Later, South Afri- 
can statehood meant that Walvis Bay was inherited from Britain. After 

the First World War, the League of Nations gave South Africa a mandate over 
German South West Africa, and Walvis Bay gradually came to be an integral 
part of the territory. 


Two years ago, with international pressures mounting to force South Africa 
to quit Namibia, the South African Government stood by its historical claim 
to Walvis Bay and declared its intention to retain it. That attitude 
nearly wrecked the settlement negotiations at the time. The issue was fi- 
nally left in abeyance, to be resolved after Namibian independence. Later, 
the settlement foundered for different reasons. 


Now Walvis Bay is once again fully part of South Africa. It is being ta- 
ken along a South African road, while Namibia goes a different way. 


The town's main industry is fishing and the canning that goes with it. But 
that has been hit by a catastrophic fall-off in the annual catch, and fish- 
ermen have been moving away. 


Now even some of the foreign fishermen have been avoiding the southern At- 
lantic because of the soaring fuel price. 


That evokes a mixed response in the town because of the love-hate relation- 
ship with the foreigners. On the one hand they are resented for adding to 
the overfishing off the coast; on the other, they are wanted because they 
put into port for repairs and stores, bringing valuable income. 


The Russians, who are among the major foreign fishermen, only come into 
port for emergencies, however. Their trawlers usually stay over the hori- 
zon and are served by large mother-ships. 


With the town's economy in decline local white businessmen hope desperately 
for aid from the South African Government. They want help to develop lo- 
cal tourism with special attraction for fishing. They also want Walvis 

Bay to be made a free port to bring a boom in goods traffic and industry. 


Economic development plans are said to be under consideration by Pretoria. 
But the one great tangible expression of the South African presence will 
soon be rising: a R 750 000 prison, to avoid having to send prisoners to 
the nearest town, Swakopmund, 30km to the north. The town official who 
conveys this information is unconscious of the irony of it. 


Apart from this, the postage stamps are South African, whereas Namibia has 
its own stamps. 


The big, big change, however, is that while apartheid is being diminishe: 
in Namibia, it is the law in Walvis Bay. Anyone who wants a greater taste 
of non-racialism must go to Swakopmund. 
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As always, one of the key aspects of racial law is the insistence on sepa- 
rate living areas for different colours--and in Walvis Bay there is the 
“white” area in the centre and outside the town, and much further out, are 
two separate townships for coloureds and blacks. 


The coloured township, Nunsieville, is particularly crowded; on the other 
hand there are considerable numbers of "white" houses and flats standing 
empty because of the economic decline. 


Hence the troubles of businessman Vaughn Webster. With a flats building 
without tenants, he simply allowed coloureds to move in. 


He was happy and they were happy. 


But the all-white council objected and ordered him, under threat of crimi- 
nal prosecution, to evict them. Webester stood firm--for a mixture of 
reasons, “economic and humanitarian", he explains. 


The owner of the building--Webster--pays for the water supplied, so there 
is no problem with this. 


But the tenants must themselves apply for electricity and must begin by 
paying deposits. The first three coloured tenants had no difficulty (pos- 
sibly because the town authorities did not realise they were coloured). 

But the next seven tenants in the building were turned away. No electricity 
for them. 


When first approached, the town clerk, Jan Wilken, admits that coloureds 
are living in white areas: "We are trying to contain it by stricter con- 
trol through health regulations,” he says blandly. 


Later, confronted by the details of Webster's experience, his reply is 
sharper: "They are in illegal possession of the properties. There is a 
condition of title registered against the property which says that it can 
only be occupied by a white except for a registered domestic servant." 


In any event, he adds, it is all Webster's fault: "If Webster as the owner 
comes along and if he assumes responsibility for the electrical payments then 
he can have electricity.” 


The electricity deposits, says Wilken, are used for voters’ rolls and such- 
like, which are for whites only. 


Other coloureds are living in “white” flats and they have electricity, he 
asserts. 


What of Walvis Bay's new and impressive town hall? Can coloureds and 
blacks use it? Because I have been told that, last year, when there was 
an exhibition of paintings at the hall, a coloured artist was not able to 
get there to view his own paintings. 
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Wilken: "The town hall is an amenity for which whites raised the funds 
over 10 to 12 years. That's why it is reserved for whites. But if there 
are not too many of them--coloureds--they can attend on a limited scale.” 


Interestingly, however, apartheid in general is not inflexibly enforced in 
Walvis Bay. Practice there seems to be halfway between the Namibian and 
South African situations. 


Three of the four local hotels (hardly five-star) are said to be nonra- 
cial--although some blacks tend to stay away because they are uncertain 
about their welcome. 


The Immorality Act seems to be a dead letter in Walvis Bay, probably be- 
cause of the difficulties of re-introducing it with foreign fishermen 
around, 


On the other hand, as in South Africa, whites cannot enter the black town- 
ship without permission. Schools and hospitals are totally segregated, and 
blacks have as inferior a role in life as they do in South Africa. 


Even then, however, the idea of racial mixing is not totally rejected by 
whites. A pillar of the local establishment, J M Blaauw, who runs a trans- 
port company and is chairman of the local Afrikaanse Sakekamer, says that 
racial mixing “is strange for people:. He says it is not a matter of 
colour, but of social status. 


“There's too much concentration on colour. We should rather speak of peo- 
ple. Things must change gradually, so that people can get used to it." 


Even if it might be in the realm of talk, it's surprising to hear it. 


As far as whites in the town are concerned, Walvis Bay must remain South 
African. 


Jan Wilken sums up the attitude: "We know South Africa's bona fides and 
you don't know somebody else's." 


But, reflecting the black view, Gerson Dausab, a local advisory council 
member, says: "I want Walvis Bay to be part of Namibia. Most of us want 
it. We don't want to be part of South Africa, because the apartheid laws 
are hated by the black man because they are treated badly. In Namibia 
you can go where you like--there's no one to stop you.” 


Even though South Africa has a definite historial claim to Walvis Bay, 
good sense would point to ite willingness to hand over the enclave to an 
independent Namibia, if only in the interests of a good-neighbour policy. 


While Namibia's future remains uncertain, however, South Africa is sittii¢ 
tight. In so doing it retains a useful bargaining covater, to be kept un- 
til the day that negotiations for a handover canner: be avoided. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


FOOD PRICES UNDER PRESSURE OF RISING COSTS 


Farmer's Economic Pinch 


Johannesburg THF STAR in English 24 Aug 79 no page number given 


[Text] RLOEMFONTEIN — Al- grazing areas in an effort 
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"RAND DAILY MAIL’ Comment 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 30 Aug 79 p 10 


"People Are Starving Here") 


{Editorial: 
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BRIEFS 


COLORED, INDIAN MILITARY SERVICE--Johannesburg.--Voluntary militery serv- 
ice for Coloureds and Indians would be extended next year from 12 to 24 
months, the Prime Minister of South Africa and Minister of Defence, Mr 

P. W. Botha, announced in a statement in Pretoria, lana reports. Accord- 
ing to an SABC-TV report, Mr Botha said the extension had been made be- 
cause a period of 12 months’ service was no longer effective.--Iana. 
(Text ] (Salisbury THE HERALD in English 31 Aug 79 p 1] 


TRANSKEI OPPOSITION CHIEFS DETAINED--Umtata.--Transkei's former roving am- 
bassador and cabinet minister, Chief Jeremiah Moshesh, who is a founder 
member of the opposition alliance, the Democratic Progressive Party, has 
been detained under the country's security laws. Also detained is a for- 
mer Government supporter, Chief Ntsika Sigcau, a son of the late State 
President, Chief Botha Sigcau. Both detained chiefs defected from the 
ruling party in April 1978 to form the Transkei National Progressive Party. 
The head of the security police and acting commissioner of the Transkei 
Police, Colonel M Ngceba, said the two men were held incommunicado. 

Chief Moshesh, who had been in the Transkei Cabinet since the inception of 
self-government in 1963, was not included in the independence Cabinet in 
October 1976, but was made roving ambassador. He was sacked from the posi- 
tion in March last year and a month later joined forces with another for- 
mer cabinet minister, Miss Stella Sigcau, to form the Transkei National 
Progressive Party. The party merged with the Democratic Party in April 
this year to form the Democratic Progressive Party.--Sapa. [Text] [Jo- 
hannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 1 Sep 79 p 7) 


KELLOGG RECOGNIZES BLACK UNION--The Kellogg Company of South Africa has 
become the first company since the publication of the Wiehahn Report to 
announce its formal recognition of a black trade union. It is also be- 
lieved to be the first American subsidiary to have reached such an agree- 
ment. Mr Murray Rogers, managing director of Kellogg, said negotiations 
with the Sweet Food and Allied lorkers' Union had been going on for more 
than 12 months. They have been conciuded with an agreement recognising 
the right of the unioa to represent ite members and negotiate on their be- 
half. The same right has been accorded to shop stewards, while the union 
has been granted access to company premises during weal times. Mr Rogers 
said the company used a Springs solicitor to verify that the union repre- 
sented 6 percent of the company's black factory staff. “They have made no 
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demands for any improvements in wages and working conditions so far,” Mr 
Rogers said. “Anything they come up with we shall negotiate in a fair man- 
ner when the times comes.” The union belongs to the Federation of South 
African Trede Unions. The American motor companies in the Eastern Cape, 
Ford and General Motors, gave effective recognition to the black union in 
their industry some time ago and have been conducting wage negotiations 
wit’ that union. [Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR in English 28 Aug 79 p 23) 


APA 'HEID SIGNS ON RAILWAYS--Apartheid signs at stations in the Western 
Cape are being systematically phased owt by the South African Railways-- 
and the Transvaal is following the example. Mr E W Kirsten, the railways 
section manager for the Western «pe, announced yesterday that apartheid 
signs on Cape bridges, subways, goods and parcels offices were being re- 
placed with notices referring to first, second and third class passengers. 
"We want to remove all discriminatory notices and base things purely on a 
first, second and third class system,” Mr Kirsten said. “The same is hap- 
pening in the Transvaal. These signs are being removed and replaced all 
the time. It has been our policy for a number of months. In time to 
come, all of the signs will vanish.” Mr Kirsten said discriminatory signs 
would only be removed in areas where their removal would not cause "fric- 
tion". “Whites” and “Non-whites” boards would remain at some stations. 
The second class commuter facilities would still apply only to msinline 
trains and on suburban trains blacks would still be able to travel either 
first or third class, as at present. [Excerpt] [Johannesburg RAND DAILY 
MAIL in English 27 Aug 79 p 2] 


EDUCATION FOR PRISONERS--Depriving political prisoners of the opportunity 
to study could produce an army of bitter people, a former Robben Island 
prisoner said yesterday. Speaking to more than 100 people at a public 
meeting in Braamfontein, Johannesburg, Mr Ernest Moseneke said studying 
was a major aspect of rehabilitation which enabled prisoners to question 
their existence and convictions. Mr Moseneke, a lawyer who obtained two 
degrees while serving a 10-year sentence on the island, was commenting on 
the fact that since last year people jailed under the security laws have 
not been allowed to study at post-matriculation level. While in jail the 
opportunity to study enriched his life by charnelling his activities and 
giving him a goal, Mr Moseneke said. Another speaker at the meeting, 
Professor J H van Rooyen, of the Law Department at the University of South 
Africa, urged that political prisoners be allowed to study. “By denying 
study in prison are we not sowing seeds that will lead to us reaping bitter 
fruite?” he asked. [Text] [Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 29 Aug 
79 p 2) 


COLORED TOWNSHIP REBUILDING PLAN--Weetern Coloured Township is to be re- 
built into a modern suburb thanks to a R2.5-million loan from the National 
Housing Commission. The Johannesburg City Council was told this week that 
the loan had been granted. Demolition of part of the slum and crime in- 
fested township began six months ago. The development of the suburb 

which is to be re-named Westbury, is the result of joint planning by the 








Johannesburg City Council and its coloured management committee. Coloured 
Representative Council member for the area Mr Sam Svlomon, vho had been 
campaigning for six years to have the slum rebuilt, said "Some 3 000 peo- 
ple will be accommodated in the new suburb. We have demolished hundreds 
of old houses already. Two-bedroomed houses in Westbury will be rented for 
830,65 a month and three-bedroomed ones for R35,40 a month. Wo provision 
has yet been made to sell houses in the suburb because the area has not 
yet been proclaimed. [Excerpt] [Johannesburg THE STAR in English 30 Aug 
 p 4) 


"IDLE BLACKS’ WORK COLONY--Thirty two “idle” blacks were committed directly 
to a work colony from Johannesburg last year. This is noted in a letter to 
the Trade Union Council of Sowth Africa from the Department of Coopera- 
tion and Development. This measure “is a genuine attempt to rehabilitate 
the individual concerned” and does not affect unemployed work seekers, the 
letter stresses in response to Tucsa’s concern about the removal of blacks. 
To allay Tucesa’s fears, the latter says only 200 of 3 611 people were found 
idle in terms of the Act, and out of these 200, not a single one vas sum 
marily endoreed out of the area. “Suspended orders were imposed in re- 
spect of 168 cases and only 32 cases were committed directly to a work 
colony,” says the letter reproduced in a Tucsa report. Many orders vere 
suspended on condition that the respondents enter into register<4 employ- 
ment within a specified period, normally two months. Further suspensions 
were not unusual, in fact there were 15 in 1978. The hearings of the In- 
quiry Court were in “open court” and those committed to a work colony could 
seek a review by the Supreme Court, the letter said. [Text] [Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English 24 Aug 79 p 4] 


SURVEY OF LABOR CONDITIONS--More than 400 companies have been approached 

im the first large-scale effort by the labour movement to monitor employ- 
ers’ compliance with codes of employment practice. More than 100 companies 
have replied and more are expected to reply, says a report published by the 
multiracial Trade Union Council of South Africa. The report says Tucsa‘s 
effort to assess employment conditions represented an initial pilot study 
to establish guidelines for further action. The replies will be analysed 
to discover employers’ attitudes to employment codes. The information will 
be the basis for further research and will be correlated with iniormation 
received from unions in the various industrial sectors. [Text] (Johannes- 
burg POST in English 24 Aug 79 p 6) 


HYDRAULICS INDUSTRY PERSONNEL SHORTAGE--The hydraulics manufacturing in- 
dustry is suffering from a lack of trained personnel. The situation is so 
bad that a local firm, Hytec, has approached Wits University to offer assis- 
tance on lecturing and subsidising lecturers’ salaries. So important is the 
need for suitably qualified staf’ that he company is also willing to pro- 
vide equipment to the engineerin, faculty. According to the company's 
managing director, Mr F W Meyer, the scarcity of qualified hydraulics 

staff stretches from turners and fitters to design engineers. The main 
reason is the lack of training facilities within the country. “It also 
appears,” says Mr Meyer, “that there will not be enough fitter trainees 
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available unless the trade is opened up to blacks.” Hytec, which has an 
estimated market share of 20 percent, had a turnover of just under Rl5e in 
the year just past. Expected turnover in the current year is between R17,‘ 
and 816m. (Text!) (Johannesturg POST in English 24 Aug 79 p 17) 


SURVEY OF CROSSRCADS RESIDENTS--There had been ca es of people applying for 
temporary residence permits at Crossroads or for inclusion that Western 
Cape Administration Board's survey there, who were found on investigation 
mot to be residents, the board's chief directu., Mr A MacLachlan, said in 
Cape Town this week. Commenting on the announcement that the WCAB ends 
its survey and stops issuing permits to Crossroads residents, he said: 

“We cannot carry on indefinitely.” The survey began last month with the 
aim of determining which Crossroads residents qualified for housing in the 
township announced by the Minister of Co-operation and Development, Dr 

P G J Koornhof, in April. Temporary residence permits valid until January 
31 next year were issued in terms of the Urban Areas Consolidation Act to 
Crossroads residents illegaliy in the Peninsula. The permits protect rvsi- 
dents from prosecution while they are classified on the basis of the sur- 
vey. Mr MacLachlan said no figures were yet available for the number of 
people included in the survey or issued with permits.--Sapa. [Text] [Jo- 
hannesburg POST in English 24 Aug 79 p 19] 


MEDICAL FEES INCREASE--The Representative Association of Medical Aid 
Schen \s said yesterday it was re-examining the whole question of tariff 
determination “as a matter of extreme urgency”. Rams said in a staterent 
it was “shocked” by the proposed increases in doctors and dentists’ 1 +es 
announced by the South African Medical and Dertal Council earlier this week 
and would, if necessary, appeal to the Minister of Health for amendments 
to the legislation governing tariff increases. The Council's proposed in- 
creases meant subscriptions to medical schemes would have to rise by at 
least R8,50 per month. The Council announced on Tuesday that general prac- 
tioner's fees would increase by an average 52,45 percent and dentists’ 

fees by 33,3 percent. Rams said it did not accept the Council's estimate 
for dentists whose fees would, in fact, rise by 43,93 percent. “Increases 
of this magnitude are unjustified and unacceptable, particularly in the 
present economic climate”. There was no evidence that the medical profes- 
sion was underpaid. In fact, evidence showed doctors’ and dentists’ in- 
comes had been maintained in relatior to the incomes of other professions 
during the years 1971 to 1977. Rei claimed. [Excerpt] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 1 Sep 79 p .| 


LOCOMOTIVES LOCAL CONTENT I’.c) SASED--A miltimillion-rand order has been 

won by General Motors to supp’. South African Railways with 50 diesel- 
electric shunting locomotives. The company will also tender to supply 
fully electric mainline locomot'ves. The local content of the new loco- 
motives will be increased from just over 30 percent to more than 40 percent. 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR in English 24 Aug 79 » 2) 


75 








ELECTRIC POWER COST BURDEN--Cape Town--A number of Karoo towns burdened by 
enormous increases in electricity tariffs, as much as 233 percent, have 
trgently appealed to the Government to subsidise the diesel they use to 
generate power. The plight of Calvinia, Loxton, Fraserburg, Vosburg, 
Carnarvon, Williston, Loeriesfontein, Niewoudtville, Brandvlei and Stryden- 
burg is described as desperate. At Calvinia, which uses about 60 000 
litres of diesel a month, electricity has increased from 5¢ a unit last 
year to l6¢. The average household last month paid about R150 and the aver- 
age increase is about 166 percent. Loxton's tariffs have increased by 233 
percent from 15¢ a unit to 50¢. Vosburg's tariffs are up by 77 percent, 
and Stryc:nburg’s by about 80 percent. The Mayor of Calvinia, Dr T L Con- 
radie, who recently led a deputation to the provincial administration to 
ask for financial assistance, says: “The situation is now desperate. 

"Many people are talking of leaving, an can you blame them? Who can af- 
ford to pay R150 for electricity every month?” [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English 30 Aug 79 p 18] 


LOCALLY MANUFACTURED CHLORINATO?.--The commissioning of South Africa's first 
locally manufactured chlorinator had made the Republic self-sufficient in 
yet another strategic area, the Minister of Water Affairs, Mr Braam Rauben- 
heimer, said in Kemptcn Park yesterday. The chlorinator, used for dispen- 
sing chlorine in water to purify it, could save South Africa at least Rl- 
million a year in foreign exchange, he said. Mr Raubenheimer said thet 
every effort should be made to limit or eliminate the country's depend- 
ence or. imported goods. "With the locally manufactured chlorinator, a new 
milepost has been reached ix this field and South Africa's technological 
know-how and expertise is available to other countries, especially devel- 
oping nations, which could step up our own progress as well as theirs. 

Mr Raubenheimer also appealed to all people to combat pollution of existing 
water resources.--Sapa. [Text] [Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 

28 Aug 79 p 5) 
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